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EDITORIAL. 


The Annual Business Meeting of the Library Association 
which is fixed for October 25th, is likely to be interesting after 
all. The Council is putting forward suggestions for an increase 
in the subscriptions. These have not transpired yet, so we 
cannot comment upon the proposed new levies ; but no doubt a 
good case, based on the fact that everything in life costs more 
than it used to do, can be made out for them. Indeed, if 
the appointment of a permanent secretary, which we have 
continuously advocated, is to be made, it can only be done, or, 
at any rate, can most safely be done, by means of an increased 
product of the annual subscriptions. 

* * * 

At the same time we trust that the proposals of the 
Council are of a discriminating nature-—as between individuals 
and institutions. The single guinea which librarians now pay 
is not always found easily, and two guineas, or one and a-half 
guineas, would not be found more easily. Librarians and 
assistants with incomes of less than {150 are not likely to 
afford a higher sum than they pay at present, and some such 
librarians are possibly a strength to the Association ; they 
ought not to be excluded by high subscriptions. On the 
other hand we believe we are right in saying that few associa- 
tions dealing with similar public activities admit public 
authorities to their membership at so small a subscription as 
one guinea. It would be no particular hardship for the 
average library to treble its subscription. 

* * * 

While this matter may give rise to some discussion, the 
interest of the meeting will centre in a series of proposals 
which will be moved by the President. These, in effect, will 
give a new constitution to the Library Association ; and, if 
carried, involve several radical changes which deserve serious 
thought before they are made. With certain of these we are in 
complete agreement, and, in fact, if we did not know the 
originality of Mr. MacAlister, we might have been tempted to 
suppose that our pages had suggested them. This is the case 
with the first which proposes to abolish the present geographical 
plan of electing the Council. At present the constitution 
assumes that London is important enough to have twelve 
members to itself, and the Provinces are well covered by 
another twenty. Although this is quite an arguable question, 
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we are only concerned with it so far as to say that we desire to 

clear away any obstacle to our getting the best men from 

wherever they may be available. 
* * * 

Of the six motions that Mr. MacAlister will submit most 
controversy will probably arise on those which propose to 
abolish the present professional classification of members of 
the Association. Apparently Mr. MacAlister would allow 
all persons who have sufficient interest to pay the subscription 
to be admitted as fellows or members, according to the name 
chosen. This would undoubtedly widen the scope of the 
Association somewhat in the direction advocated by “ Calli- 
machus ” in our last issue, but it would destroy registration 
as we have it now; and that is a matter that needs some 
adjustment before we can be quite cordial to the proposal. 
Registration was the result of years of debate and cogitation, 
and has had good results upon the personnel of the profession. 
It cannot be abolished in the way suggested. It may indeed 
survive in another manner, but that manner has yet to be 
brought to light. 


* * * 


The unfortunate decision of the Library Association 
Council not to hold an Annual Conference has caused the 
North Central Library Association to call a conference during 
the latter part of October at Manchester, in order that members 
may be given an opportunity to exchange views upon the 
present serious position of library affairs. Few librarians 
realize how serious that position is. At this moment a Govern- 
ment Committee is considering the whole economic basis of 
libraries, and yet, with the exception of a select few amongst 
the members of the Council, no one knows what is happening 
in connexion with it. We have asked members of the Council, 
and they profess their ignorance. It is strange. 

* * 

The Library Assistants’ Association maintains its existence 
in spite of the difficulties with which it has to contend— 
difficulties which would, we imagine, extinguish the Library 
Association completely. A series of meetings will be arranged 
for the Winter, which is being inaugurated on 16th October, 
at the Central Library for Students, when Mr. Berwick Sayers 
is delivering an address on “ The Immediate Programme of 
Librarianship.” We wish our younger colleagues good courage 
and success in the useful efforts in these difficult days. 
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CANADIAN LIBRARIES AND THE WAR.* 
Notes by Georce H. Locke. 


HEN there was a great winter camp at the National Exhibi- 

tion Grounds at Toronto in 1915, the Toronto Public 

Library installed a War Camp Library of specially selected 

books in charge of a librarian from its own staff, who now is serving 

in the artillery in France. This was greatly appreciated by the men, 

so much so that many of the books accompanied them abroad. 

When the Camp broke up the Library was kept in readiness for 

use, and when the Y.M.C.A. opened their Red Triangle Hostel in 

Toronto this Library was given place in their building, where 
to-day it is doing duty for the returned soldier. . 

From Victoria, in the extreme West, where Miss Helen Stewart, 
the librarian, not satisfied with providing for the men in camp, 
went herself to the front for a year and a half as a voluntary worker, 
and since her return has been providing for the men in hospital, in 
camp, and in vocational training centres ; to Calgary and Edmonton, 
where the public libraries have co-operated with the military 
Y.M.C.A., and furnished books and magazines to the great Sarcee 
Camp ; to Regina and Moose Jaw, where Camp Hughes of that 
province was supplied by those public libraries with books through 
the Chaplains and the Military Y.M.C.A. ; to Winnipeg, where there 
were many soldiers and where the public library established special 
reading rooms, branch loan stations, and furnished discarded books 
to the Camps and departing military trains; to Ottawa, which 
co-operated with the Y.M.C.A., bought quantities of inexpensive 
but interesting reprints for the camp and opened rooms for in- 
structional purposes ; to Westmount, Quebec, where Miss Saxe 
organized the women of the city in her usual efficient manner, 
this work, new then to all the world, has been in progress. 

The Toronto Library supplied 25,000 books, most of which 
were from our own stock, some given to us, and some specially 
purchased by us. The range of our activiti¢és may be seen when I 
enumerate the soldier circles which we have entered by peaceful 
penetration, Camp Borden ; Niagara Camp; Exhibition Camp, which 
hod the first “ War Library "’ on the Continent ; Barriefield Camp, 
in Eastern Ontario; Ketchum Barracks; Ravina Barracks; Gerrard 
Barracks; Gerrard Base Hospital; Spadina Hospital; College 
Hospital ; Kapuskasing Internment Camp; Muskoka Sanatorium ; 
Great War Veterans Club; Maple Leaf Club: and Red Triangle Club. 

The most important result of our efforts was the feeling, new 
to many in our country, that libraries were a necessity to the com- 
munities, and that they had a definite value. 

* From an address delivered by the Chief Librarian of the Toronto 
Public Library at the Annual Meeting of the American Library Association 
at Saratoga Springs, N.Y., July, 1918. 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 89 


The war came without any warning and in the midst of peaceful 
unpreparedness. At once the library was discovered as the place 
for public information, and was visited and talked about. It 
became socially recognised. Where there was an efficient librarian or 
an intelligent Board this responsibility was greatly welcomed ; in 
other cases there was a local panic or hopeless recrimination. 

But more than this it was a war which demanded intelligent 
mobilization. of social effort, and the knowledge that here in a town 
was a social institution already established which could be used 
came almost as a shock. There was no sectional, denominational, or 
social jealousies to be considered in the use of this public institution, 
and so it became the organizing centre for all the committees engaged 
in patriotic effort. 

As a result the Public Library has become better known in the 
community, and in its case to be better known is to be better appre- 
ciated. Library grants were not cut by the Municipal Council's 
except in some isolated communities handicapped by poor Library 
Boards, who had little or no influence in the community. 

And now we have had over three years of experience, and let me 
give you the cheering word that appropriations for public libraries 
in the province of Ontario have advanced forty per cent., and that 
circulation of books has increased thirty-five per cent. This has not 
come without effort, and most of all in Ontario do we owe our 
progress to the Superintendent of Public Libraries for the province, 
Mr. W. O. Carson, a government official all too rare, full of energy 
and intelligence in regard to every phase of his work. 

There is still a big job ahead of us in keeping our work organized 
for the years after the war, and helping very definitely the soldier in 
his efforts to re-educate himself. [he theory that the unambitious 
man can be made ambitious by education or that the war can bring 
out ambition and talents in a man who had them not is a fallacy 
that needs to be dealt with at once. We are suffering from some 
of that kind of talse educational doctrine in our efforts towards 
re-education. 

We are on the threshold of a vast educational undertaking, too 
vast and far reaching for most of our educators, just as the conduct 
of the war itself has been too vast for those trained under former 
conditions. Let us throw aside that faith in experience which 
hampered the early conduct of the war, and which wiill likely hamper 
us in dealing with that most conservative social force, Education. 
Let us acknowledge that experience is not the great thing needful, 
but youth with its imagination, hope and energy ; and so we in 
Canada who were forced to remain at home and dea! with the prosaic, 
are trying to place the institution with which we are identified as 
prominently on the map of political and social intelligence, as our 
representatives in Europe have placed our country on the map of the 
world nations, 
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LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS. 


My Dear CALLIMACHUS, 


I have not had an opportunity of discussing with Zenodotus 
your two overwhelming letters. As the eldest of the three greybeards 
we have regarded you ipso facto as the mildest—until now ; but we 
must revise our view, it seems. I have generally confined my letters 
to smaller matters than those which have occupied you recently. 
Radicalism is an undoubted virtue at times, however ; and I have 
enjoyed your sparring with the Library Association ; nor do I think 
it will harm that august body. For a change I will take up a few 
of your points, and see if I can bring anything useful to the discussion ; 
and this, despite the fact that your own task of “ reconstructing the 
Association and its policy is incomplete. (Two successive “Letters 
are as many as you should be allowed without interruption.) 


SECRETARIAL. 

1 am by no means sure that in your would-be constructive 
letter you have made many startlingly practical points. One 
emerges : the necessity for a salaried secretary. As you admit, it is 
not a new one; and, in fact, I know the question has caused many 
members of the Council furiewsement a penser for years past. The 
problem has been, how to afford him. _ In spite of Carlyle’s assertion, 
and your own apposite doubts, it is the hour and circumstance that 
bring forth the man, and not always, or necessarily, the converse. 
You seem to show a way; for I imagine you must have had sure 
grounds for voicing the rumour that funds for executive work have 
been furnished to the Council. I had heard nothing of it ; but if it 
is so, we may quite fairly ask the Council to take this first and 
necessary step. The future will care for itself. Our income is quite 
sufficient for our needs, small as it is. A secretary should be un- 
trammelled by official—and especially by government official— 
connections. Nothing is clearer. 


NATURAL NERVES. 

That is why | do not regard the new honorary secretarial 
arrangement as particularly desirable. It is a delicate matter to 
deal with fairly and courteously ; and I should grieve if anything we 
write gave pain or offence to either of the gentlemen who are filling 
the onerous and thankless office we are discussing. They and their 
merits are not and must not be in question. I appreciate them all. 
At the same time, the cause of libraries, and especially the cause of 
public libraries, involves Government contact at every point. 
Then—is it to be expected tht a librarian, who is also a Govern- 
ment official, will have the intrepidity and assurance in approaching 
the Government which are necessary at the moment ? Consult your 
experience of Government officials, as sympathetically as you can. 
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They naturally deprecate any interference with official decisions ; 
the provisions of an Act, however obsolete, are sacrosanct in their 
eyes ; and other objections that they would naturally feel must be 
obvious. Such deference is a fatal obstacle to a successful filling of 
the secretarial office. 

AN INCIDENTAL EXAMPLE. 

Only the other week the Local Government Board informed 
Deptford, with some emphasis, that it “ was unable to give any 
sanction which would enable the Council to charge to any other than 
the library account payments which are made for the purposes of 
the Public Library Acts.” This was in answer to a request that the 
war bonus paid to the library staff might be paid from the general 
rates. Here, then, was a pronouncement demanding immediate 
enquiry, criticism, and deprecation from the Library Association. 
The letter was probably the product of the usual leather-bound 
permanent-official mind ; and proper representations, and an inter- 
view (sufficiently influential) with the President of the L.G.B. might 
produce an entirely different state of affairs. Is such an approach 
likely to be made, think you ? 


THE COUNCIL. 

You whip a somewhat hoary topic when you suggest that the 
Council should be elected on a plan which does away with the 
present division of London and non-London seats. I have a limited 
sympathy with your view, but a certain doubt as to its achieving the 
result you desire. If you reduce the number to twenty, or twenty- 
five, it is more necessary than ever that it shall include every library 
interest ; and without the geographical division a specially vigorous 
branch might imitate Mr. Shaw on a large scale, draw up laudatory 
(and other) circulars, distribute them widely, capture the bulk of the 
seats, and run the association in harmony with its own shibboleths. 
The danger is probably imaginary, because librarians, albeit the most 
inarticulate and listless of men, are not all fools. I sympathize 
entirely with the aim you have at heart. We want the best men, 
let them come from where they will. There is only one kind of 
Council that matters, and that is one that will do something. 


COMING EVENTS CAST THEIR SHADOWS—— 

‘ At long last "'—to use a phrase which is curious English, but 
is particularly beloved of journalists—I have received a humorous 
circular from the Council telling me that the Annual Meeting is to 
be held on October 25th. The Council recognizes the immense im- 
portance of the meeting by giving us nearly a whole month’s notice 
of it. You will have rejoiced with me in receiving it ; for do you not 
mark that the Council will then propose to increase our subscription 
to the L.A.? Delicious, is it not? We are to recognize our utter 
satisfaction with the work that has been done recently by agreeing 
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to pay more for more of the same sort! Really the delicate ironies in 
which our Council indulges fill me with something surpassing admira- 
tion. I almost feel inclined to attend the meeting in order to hear 
the speech that will justify this new proposition. 


“THE PRESIDENT WILL MOVE.” 

Mr. MacAlister, whose humble admirer in general I am, is a 
man of drastic constructive methods. We remember his strenuous 
work of old ; how he gained for us a charter and set our feet in the 
way of professional association righteousness. Now he comes to stir 
up the waters again (excuse my mixed metaphors) with six resolutions 
having for their purpose our reconstruction. It has been borne in 
upon him, says Mr. MacAlister, that Reconstruction, like charity, 
should begin at home. (I like the colloquial touch the President 
manages to intioduce into serious official communications.) He 
goes on, “‘ Everyone of us feels that there is something wrong- 
discontent—disunion, and consequent paralysing of whole-hearted 
and united effort, without which it is hopeless to achieve any of the 
great aims which we have printed on our programmes.’ At the 
Annual Meeting, then, Mr. MacAlister will move the following 
radical half-dozen resolutions :— 


1. Abolish geographical membership of Council. 

2. Reduce number of elected members of Council to 20, with 
power to Council to co-opt additional members for special 

urposes, ¢.g., Members of Parliament or of other public 
ies. All members of the Council to be elected by ballot. 

3. No nominations by Council or by private members to be 
issued. Each voter to send in his own list. 

4. The Council to elect all necessary officers and committees 
by ballot. 

5. Abolish classification of membership and have only one 
status—-either fellowship or membership, as the meeting 
may decide. 

6. Abolish present method of election and enact that any 
person sufficiently interested in the objects of the Association 
to pay the fees shall, upon payment of such fees, be enrolled. 


CUI BONO ? 

These will cause sharp division of opinion ; for they revolutionize 
everything, and should satisfy in a large measure even your greed for 
reform ; but are they all wise ? With reservations I concur in all 
but 5 and 6, although these are logical corrollaries of 1, 2, 3, and 4. 
Our Association has deliberately become professionz! ; it became a 
‘ registering "' body in order to protect an exploited and down- 
trodden race of professional men. We have now a definite qualifica- 
tion, F.L.A. and M.L.A., for librarians, and it is beginning to have a 
meaning in the eyes of library authorities. To abolish the distinc- 
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tion between the qualified librarian (F.L.A.) and the non-librarian 
would be a serious step, and not one that I am willing to advocate 
without serious thought. 

Perhaps the President's (and your) object might be obtained by 
a resuscitation of the scheme which Messrs Jast and Sayers assassi- 
nated long ago, initiated by Messrs. Peddie and Philip, of an Institute 
of Librarians ; but this Institute must be a section of the L.A., and 
it must be the only body with power to grant “ fellowship” in 
librarianship. All members of the L.A., professional and lay, might 
be called simply ‘‘ members.” 

AVAUNT, YE CIRCULARS ! 

If Mr. MacAlister’s proposals are accepted, ‘‘ quite a lot of 
people "’ will not “be converted” to the virtues of circulars, as Mr. 
G. T. Shaw suggests they will in his letter to last month's Lrprary 
Wor-p. In fact, the peculiarly unpleasant tactics of the old North- 
Western Branch will come to an appropriate end. So, too, will 
the complaisant method pursued by the Council of nominating 
itself for re-election at the expense of the funds of the Association. 
That will indeed be a moral gain. 

THE PROSPECT. 

I scarcely think that Mr. MacAlister will succeed in passing his 
resolutions as they stand. In a way that will be a pity, but the 
conservative forces of the profession are against him, I fear. Had 
the abolition of the ‘* grades ’’ been omitted the case might possibly 
be different ; there is an acute need for a modified form of his pro- 
posals. Perhaps we may get it by way of amendments. Be sure 
you attend this Annual Meeting and express your views. I, un- 
fortunately, am not able to make the long journey to London on 
that date, 

Now, for goodness sake, go ahead with the reconstruction matters 
that are overcharging your soul ; and get them finished in your next, 
so that we can turn to more gracious subjects than the Library 
Association, 

ABERYSTWYTH IMPUDENCE. 

The most impudent municipal advertisement that has appeared 
during the war has been put forward by the Aberystwyth Town 
Council, who invites the services of a librarian who is to have training, 
knowledge of literature, good recommendations and a knowledge of 
Welsh. For these qualifications the Council has the insolence to 
offer {80 per annum. What does Aberystwyth pay its scavengers ? 
I hope, for the honour of the profession, that no librarian has so far 
degraded it as to apply for the position. What is the Library 
Association doing in this matter ? ERATOSTHENES. 


_The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 
the writers of “ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.’’| 
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LIBRARY NEWS. 


{ Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and 
changes, and other local items of general interest are particularly 
welcome. } 


At Brighton, on 24th July, an elderly man was convicted at the 
Police Court upon the charge of stealing 87 books, valued at 
£19 13s. 3d., belonging to the Public Library. Mr. H. D. Roberts 
explained that owing to the arrangement of the shelves it was 
possible for a borrower to slip a book into his pocket without being 
seen, and for three years an increasing number of books had been 
missed. Some of these reappeared on the shelves later in a mutilated 
state, the library stamps having been obliterated with acids, the 
identification labels removed, and the fly-leaf pasted back to conceal 
the register of issues. When detected the defendant pleaded that 
his action was the result of a mania for literature, and that “ neither 
by word nor deed was any attempt made to acquire unholy gains by 
their disposition, my illegal course of action being discovered by 
returning them."’ The defendant who was 73 years of age, was 
fined £5, or, in default, 26 days’ imprisonment. 


During May and June an exhibition of Japanese art was held at 
the Brighton Art Galleries. The catalogue contains a list of books in 
the public library on the subjects exhibited, and is prefaced by a 
brief introduction by Mr. Laurence Binyon. 


At Brooklyn Public Library, as a war measure, it has been 
proposed that a distinction be made between professional and clerical 
workers, and thit the courses offered in the Training Class be modi- 
fied accordingly. It is now proposed to try the experiment of giving 
a month’s drill in clerical work to candidates who will make accept- 
able assistants in this grade, but who would not be eligible for 
promotion without further training. It is also suggested that the 
training course be extended so as to place it more nearly on a plane 
with the training given by the accredited library schools in their one- 
year courses. This would entail higher entrance requirements, 
and graduates of this course should be eligible for entrance to the 
second grade of service. 


In October last the Coventry Foremen’s Association of Engi- 
neering and Allied Trades suggested to the Libraries Committee that 
all books on engineering and like subjects should be assembled, if 
possible, in one place. The Committee prepared a scheme by which 
all books in the classes Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Geology, 
Biology, Botany, Agriculture, Zoology, Engineering, Domestic 
Economy, Architecture and Building, should be accommodated in 
one large room, so forming an Applied Science Department, of wider 
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scope than a Technical Library, and better adapted to encourage 

the study of science for its own sake. The scheme involves no 

structural alteration, and will therefore cost very little ; and when all 
the books in these classes, now dispersed about the building, can be 
brought together, the public will have a better opportunity of 

judging a collection now very seldom seen and too little appreciated 
aving regard to its value. 


On merely practical grounds we might challenge the inclusion 
ot Domestic Economy. Of course it is applied science, but we have 
in mind the “ user "’ rather than the division of knowledge into which 
the subject falls. 


We have received a copy of the valuable Catalogue of the Inter- 
Allied Exhibition in the After-Care of Disabled Men, which was held 
at Central Hall, Westminster in May. In a foreword the Pensions 
Minister, the Rt. Hon. John Hodge, writes : “ I wish to express to 
the Mayor and Corporation of Brighton our grateful thanks for the 
loan of their Director, Mr. H. D. Roberts, who has arranged all the 
exhibits and so ably managed the Exhibition.’ The catalogue is 
also Mr. Roberts's work. We have not yet congratulated Mr. 
Roberts on his accession to the Order of the British Empire. 


In The Daily Mail, Mr. Owen Thurgood has described what he 
supposes to be the smallest public library the world has ever seen, 
which he found in some unnamed village :—‘‘ It is unlike any other 
public library that I have ever seen. It has no marble steps. It has 
no leaded windows of coloured glass. It has no foundation stone 
bearing the name of a Scottish-American millionaire. It has no 
advertisements of technical school classes outside and no rows of 
books or young women with gold eyeglasses and patent cuff pro- 
tectors standing behind mahogany counters inside. Indeed, it 
could not contain them, so amazingly modest are its dimensions. 
Built of wood, it measures about three feet by two, and it hangs upon 
a wall in the village street. That is the principal reason why un- 
observant people might mistake it for something else—a frame for 
the display of auctioneers’ announcements or parish notices, for 
instance. But close inspection soon disposes of any such mis- 
apprehension, for in this wooden structure are spread out the pages 
of The Daily Mail, placed there by some public-spirited man for the 
benefit of the community. And the community is grateful.” Only 
a Northcliffe paper could make such a fuss, we suppose, of the public 
display of itself ! 

The Carnegie Trustees have made a grant of £6,400 to Denbigh- 
shire Education Committee to cover the initial cost and maintenance 
for five years of village libraries. The scheme has been adopted, 
one of the members of the Committee remarking that the libraries 
would be very useful to the thousands of returned soldiers after the 
war. 
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We learn from The Evening News that the Society of Women 
Musicians is establishing a free lending library of British Chamber 
Music. 


We are happy in joining the congratulations to the veteran 
ex-librarian of Rugby, Mr. J. W. KENNING, and to Mrs. KENNING, 
on their golden wedding, which occurred on July 28th. Mr. Kenning 
has had a varied career as a journalist, proprietor of the Rugby 
Gazette, and as librarian of Rugby from 1891 until quite recently. 


We notice that the Toronto Library staff has formed what it 
calls a library association—-what in England is called a staff guild— 
“to meet once a month and to discuss problems in our work.” 
Outside lecturers were introduced who dealt with Japanese Literature, 
Canadian Literature, &c. We always welcome the appearance of 
such staff clubs, wherever they occur, because we agree with the 
statement of the officers of this one, that, ‘it is by interest and 
enthusiasm that success is to be gained, and this can be obtained 
only by frequent meetings of people, so that the departmental side 
will not be duly emphasized." The library has also a Dramatic 
Club, which occasionally gives public performances. 


The Wallasey Libraries staff recently applied to the Libraries 
Committee for alteration in the hours of.opening, suggesting that the 
libraries should close at 6.30 p.m. on ordinary week-days and at 
1 p.m. on Saturdays. The application did not succeed. 


PERSONAL NEWS. 


Miss HiLpa KELLEY, Bolton Public Libraries, has been appoinied 
a Senior Assistant in the Warrington Public Library. 


We regret to record the death in action in France of STUART 
DENIS NIGHTINGALE (4th Queen's Regt.), of the Croydon Libraries 
staff. At barely seventeen years of age he enlisted in January, 
Ig15 ; was in the Suvla Bay Landing, and fought in Gallipoli ; was 
invalided home from there ; recovered, and rejoined his regiment, 
and served in Egypt and Palestine, being present at the fall of 
Jerusalem. This year he was transferred to the Western Front, 
and fell somewhere near Soissons, in his twenty-first year. 


We regret to record the death in action on 17th July of 
Eric Bishop, sub-librarian of Enfield Library, who was killed by 
a bursting shell. Mr. Bishop was trained at Woolwich, and was 
appointed to Enfield in 1908. He was a quiet, unassuming 
character, with intellectual tastes, a good examination record, and 
with an interest in the L.A.A., the Paris Easter School of which he 
attended in 1912. He married Miss A. V. Denton of the Islington 
Libraries, and a daughter has been born since the father’s death. 
We offer our deep sympathy to Mrs. Bishop in her sorrow. 
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REVIEWS. 
REPORTS. 


BROOKLYN Pustic LiprRaRy. Twentieth Annual Report of the Boerd 


of Trustees, Dec. 31st, 1917. 

Chief Librarian; Frank P. Hurt. Population, 1,975,801. Income: 
(including balance of 420,000) /128,604—from local rates, £98,460. Expen- 
diture : Books, periodicals and binding /2 3,633 ; salaries and wages 457,889. 
Stock : 912,065 volumes ; issues, lending 5,944,298 (of which 4,041,028 were 
fiction) ; and in addition 87,344 volumes were sent to various agencies for 
re-circulation. 

The great library system works through 488 agencies, consisting of 
31 branches ; and schools, clubs, charitable organizations, commercial houses, 
fire and police stations, playgrounds, &c. It has a staff of 394 persons, and 
deals with 344,314 registered borrowers. The number of periodicals taken is 
849. The circulation recorded was the largest in the history of the library, 
although the reference use decreased greatly. During the year 80,656 books 
were bought. There have been the usual staff difficulties: 134 resignations 
and five deaths, and in many cases untrained workers have had to be em- 
ployed. ‘‘ Asa war measure it has been proposed that a distinction should be 
made between professional and clerical workers." The salaries question 
looms largely through the report, as does (naturally) the great work the 
libraries of America are doing for the fighting forces. An illustration of the 

ibrary room in one of the public schools is included. 


Wican (County BorovGu). Fortieth Annual Report of the Public 

Libraries, 1917. 

Acting Chief Librarian ; Epirn Lea. Population, 84,481. No financial 
statement. Stock: Lending, 21,642; reference, 61,354. Issues: Lending, 
90,363 ; reference, 72,710 ; issued in Powell Boys’ Library, 34,089. ; 

The deputy-librarian, Mr. F. H. Mee, joined the colours during the year, 
in fact the whole male staff has enlisted, and Miss Lea of the Reference 
Library, is ‘‘ carrying on "’ during his absence. The issues show an increase 
in all departments except the reference library, and the juvenile use has 
grown considerably. Mr. Mee initiated a ‘‘ Commercial * department, but 
this has been abandoned since his enlistment. A special books sub-committee 
was appointed to assist Miss Lea in selecting books for the reference library, 
but the usual important purchases were suspended. The well-known reference 
library catalogue—Mr. H. T. Folkard’s magnum opus—is now complete in 
MS., and may be out of the printer's hands in a few months. We commented 
in our May issue upon the report Miss Lea.makes on the open-access system. 
Books were issued to the blind, and a selection of 50 volumes, changed 
quarterly, has been sent to each of four hospitals, and 100, changed half- 
yearly, to another hospital. We are glad to learn that an “‘ admirable photo- 
graphic portrait of the late Librarian, Henry Tennyson Folkard, “ has been 
purchased and hung on the staircase of the reference library. Miss Lea is 
to be congratulated upon her work done in most difficult circumstances. 


CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF PiTTsBURGH. Monthly Bulletin, v. 23, 

Nos. 4-5, April-May, 1918. 

This model¥bulletin" keeps up{its;high character and interest and follows 
its'usual form of—notes of library activities, selected reviews, and the regular 
classified, copiously-annotated list of additions. Lists of books of interest 
in connexion with the war are a feature, and the May issue has an excellent 
article on the pioneer of the aeroplane, Samuel Pierpont Langley, with a list of 
his writings which will have a wide value. an ile 
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St. Paut’s Pusric Liprary. 1. Business Books ; 2. Advertising ; 
3. Office Work ; 4. Retail Merchandising. 
Four useful lists, No. 1 of which has an introductory note. No. 2-4 
are of handy pocket size. 


WasHINGTON, District OF CoLUMBIA, PuBLIC LiBRARY. Monthly 
Bulletin, v. 6, Nos. 12-15, March-June, 1918. Gratis. 
The form of this little list is invariable ; notes for readers and lists of books 
on the European War, and of additions, without bibliographical particulars or 
annotations. 


Coventry (City) Pusiic LiprariEs. Report of the Committee for 

the year, 1917-18. 

City Librarian ; Ernest A, SavaGe. This is a type-written duplicated 
document, which does not include a financial statement, or a statement of 
stock. Issues: Lending 284,661 ; reference, 45,372—a gain over all of 9,763. 

We have read few reports more interesting of late. Mr. Savage—who 
carefully suppresses his name in connexion with his work—a mistaken 
modesty, we think—is one of our original workers; and what he writes 
deserves attention. It seems that there has been a decrease in the use of 
juvenile books owing partly to the loss of books through wear and tear, and 
also to the resultant policy of the Committee which last year restricted the 
circulation in one district to one book a week for each child. We note another 
case where a restriction of juvenile issues has been necessary. 

It has been decided to call the Central Library, The Gulson Library, to 
commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of the founding in 1868 of the library by 
its donor, John Gulson. An Applied Science Library has been initiated, the 
particulars of which we quote elsewhere ; the congestion in the reference 
library has been met by using the branch libraries as deposits and plans 
for extending the department have been drawn up, which, however, cannot be 
carried out until after the war, and a most useful department of pamphlets, 
articles and documents on current subjects, but especially strong on local 
industries, is kept and has become most valuable. 

With regard to children’s reading, it was decided that the children needed 
special direction in choosing books. Miss W. A. Oliver, of the staff, formed a 
girls’ reading club at the Stoke Branch Library, which proved to be so success- 
ful that the idea is to be extended ; but it is recognized that “‘ what is needed 
is an assistant who knows children’s books, is in sympathy with children, 
and is trained to advise them.”” Acknowledgment is made to the Birmingham 
oe Library for the loan of books urgently needed for reference in 

oventry. 


GENERAL BOOKS. 


Bax, ERNEST BELFORT. Reminiscences and Reflections of a Mid and 
Late Victorian. Geo. Allen & Unwin. Ltd. Demy 8vo., pp. 283. 
1918. 

It is always refreshing to read the reminiscences covering a period one 
has known by an observer whose point of view is different from the ordinary 
and accepted standards. Mr. Belfort Bax, a well-known authority on philo- 
sophy and incidentally an active social democrat, gives us his personal views 
of the period from 1880 to the present time, and incidentally lets considerable 
light into the organisation and development of international socialism. 
The difficulty that one finds in understanding the position of the different 
sections of the German social democratic party in relation to the war will be 
considerably lessened by Mr. Bax’s summary of the personalities of the German 


a of recent times. The author is a keen observer and a trenchant 
ter, 
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Macnus, Laurie, M.A. A General Sketch of European Literature 
in the centuries of Romance. 8vo., pp. Xvi.4-412. Kegan Paul, 
Trench, Triibner & Co., Ltd. 1918. ros. 6d. net. 

Mr. Magnus has embarked upon the ambitious project of telling in three 
volumes the story of European literature from the twelfth century to the 
twentieth. In this first volume he brings the story down to the year 1637, 
when the French Academy was established. Making all allowances for the 
impossibility of any adequate treatment of the subject in either three or 
thirty volumes, the author has given us in this one, a very readable, and on 
the whole, a concise summary of a few of the literary landmarks of the period 
he seeks to cover. In ten chapters he disposes of five centuries and flits from 
age to age, only stopping to emphasize in a few lines what he thinks are the 
characteristics of some of the various writers and their works. The chapters 
on the Later Humanists and the Reformers are among the most interesting 
in the book, and in them the compression that has been necessary makes one 
regret that Mr. Magnus had not confined himself to a single period and allowed 
his facile pen to travel in a more detailed manner over some small corner of 
the vast field he has set himself to explore. 

London and its Environs. The Blue Guides. Edited by Fintay 
MUIRHEAD, M.A. Cr. 8vo., pp. Ixvi. 501, 72. 30 maps and 
plans. London, Macmillan & Co., Ltd., Paris, Librairie Hachette 
et Cie. 1918. 7s. 6d. net. 

Having relied for many years on a foreign publication for a guide to 
London, we are specially glad to welcome a new all Franco-British production 
which is at least the equal and in many particulars the superior of any previous 
publication of the kind. It contains a mass of information, a good index, and 
excellent maps. No praise would be too lavish for this exhaustive volume, 
compiled and issued during a period full of difficulties and change so rapid 
that facts become out of date whilst they are being printed. We trust this 
guide will be followed by many other volumes similar in character. 


FICTION. 
Newton, W. Dovctas. The War Cache. Cr. 8vo., pp. 246. 

Sampson Low, Marston & Co., Ltd. 1918, §s. net. 

A brightly written thoroughly entertaining story of two men and a girl 
who outwit the Huns and discover their treasure. The last chapter reads 
as though there had been a German invasion. 

Wuite.taw, Davip. The Madgwick Affair. Cr. 8vo., pp. 320. 

Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd. ro918. 5s. net. 

An ingenious story of impersonation in which the impersonator does not 
have everything his own way by any means, and comes to a bad end. 
WARDEN, FLorence. The Harlingham Case. Cr. 8vo., pp. 304. 

Ward, Lock & Co., Ltd. 1918. 5s. net. 

The murder of Lady Belford appeared to be as much a mystery to her 
devoted husband, Sir Hugh, as to all the rest of her friends, but was it ? Her 
baby son by her first husband saw something of the crime, and is spirited 
from the scene and kept out of the way of those who would like to question 


him. So the sensational story develops. 
POETRY. 
CARBERY, EtHna. The Four Winds of Eirinn. With Memoir. Cr. 
8vo., pp. 163. Dublin, M. H. Gill& Son, Ltd. 1918. 3s. 6d. net, 


A reprint of the much appreciated poems of Anna Johnston MacManus 
edited by Seumas MacManus, and with a memoir by him, The new volume 


contains additional verses. 
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To THe LIBRARY Wor-LpD: 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting of the North-Midland Library Association was held 
at Newark Public Library on the 15th August, librarians and repre- 
sentatives being present from the various areas. The President of the 
Association (Mr. W. A. Briscoe, F.L.A., Nottingham) occupied the 
chair. Mr. Kirk (Reference Library, Nottingham) read an in- 
teresting and thoughtful paper on, “ The Reference Library—Now 
and After the War." He appealed for co-operation by the Board of 
Education, but urged that libraries did not desire to be put under that 
authority, nor was it advisable. He rightly claimed that a com- 
mercial collection was a vital necessity, and should be an integral 
part of a reference collection, however small. The greater part of 
the paper was a claim for the education of the child in the use of the 
reference library, and he strongly urged that children should be 
allowed the use of the reference collection without restriction for 
the honest seeker after knowledge. In place of the usual papers 
followed by discussion, an innovation was tried with complete 
success, ten questions of vital importance on present day aspects of 
librarianship had been outlined by the President, and a round-table 
conference took place in which many of the members joined. After 
tea the delegates inspected Newark Castle under the able guidance of 
Mr. Merrishaw, bringing toa close a profitable and pleasant afternoon. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
A WORD TO THE CARNEGIE TRUSTEES. 


To the Editor of THE LipRaRy Wor Lp. 

Str,-—I am suffering from amazement at the sporadic progress of 
the Rural Libraries scheme under the spurring generosity of the 
Carnegie Trustees ; and I have followed the movement with appre- 
ciation ; but it has most sinister features for the library profession. 

In giving the control of these libraries to county education com- 
mittees the Trustees have virtually excluded the library profession 
from their management, and already several teachers and a theatrical 
impressario have been appointed as “librarians * to administer them. 

Moreover the average “ salary " being offered to the applicants 
for these important posts is {160 a year. A Welsh county actually 
has the assurance to offer this for an experienced librarian “ with a 
knowledge of Welsh.” 

As the Trustees are said to recognize in a practical fashion the 
training of librarians ; as they must be aware that the whole success 
of a rural scheme depends upon its initial organization ; and as 
successful organization is hardly to be expected from persons without 
_library training, cannot an appeal be made to them to prevent these 
unfortunate circumstances ? 
Yours faithfully, 

E.F.G, 


by Brown & Co., Ltd., St. Mary Axe, London, E.C. 3, and 
or the Proprietors by GRAFTON Co. ptie Street, Bloomsbnry, W.C.1 


